THE   FALL   OF   CONSTANTINOPLE
you would have rejected your safety, or have deceived
your God."
While they expected the descent of the tardy angel,
the doors were broken with axes; and as the Turks
encountered no resistance, their bloodless hands were
employed in selecting and securing the multitude of their
prisoners. Youth, beauty, and the appearance of wealth,
attracted their choice; and the right of.property was
decided among themselves by a prior seizure, by personal
strength, and by the authority of command. In the space
of an hour the male captives were bound with cords, the
females with their veils and girdles.  The senators were
linked with their slaves; the prelates with the porters of
the church; and young men of a plebeian class with
noble maids whose faces had been invisible to the sun
and their nearest kindred. In this common captivity the
ranks of society were confounded; the ties of nature were
cut asunder; and the inexorable soldier was careless of
the father's groans, the tears of the mother, and the
lamentations of the children. Of these unfortunate Greeks,
of these domestic animals, whole strings were rudely
driven through the streets; and as the conquerors were
eager to return for more prey, their trembling pace was
quickened with menaces and blows. At the same hour a
similar rapine was exercised in all the churches and
monasteries, in all the palaces and habitations, of the
capital; nor could any place, however sacred or seques-
tered, protect the persons or the property of the Greeks.
Above sixty thousand of this devoted people were trans-
ported from the city to the camp and fleet; exchanged or
sold according to the caprice or interest of their masters,
and dispersed in remote servitude through the provinces
of the Ottoman empire.